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The Truth about Staggering 

 The staggering of U.S. and U.K. pub 
dates is hurting sales 

 Staggering is typically 6 months 
 Because book buying is often impulse-

based, 
 People won’t wait 6 months to buy a 

book they want now 



Publishers Have Lost Control 

 They can no longer control who talks 
about a book, nor when they talk 

 Though they still control where and when 
you can buy it through e-bookstores 

 Authors need to talk to their agents and 
publishers about changing this obsolete 
practice  



It All Started in the Guardian 

































Canada U.K. U.S. 



In Summary 

Staggering U.S. and U.K. publication dates 
is hurting book sales 

 You can no longer control who talks 
about your book, nor when 

 You can no longer control who sees 
reviews & mentions 

 Talk to your publisher about thinking 
globally 
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